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 e Trump administration and 4-H leaders 
pushed to remove a controversial policy protect-
ing LGBT members of the 4-H organization 
last spring, leading to the ousting of former 
Iowa 4-H leader John-Paul Chaisson-Cárdenas.
 e policy, put in place to make sure LGBT 
members of the organization felt protected, was 
published on several states’, including Iowa’s, 
websites before being quickly removed due to 
pushback.
“I was terminated because I was a person of 
color who was a vocal advocate for civil rights 
compliance within the 4-H program,” said 
John-Paul Chaisson-Cardenas, former leader 
of Iowa 4-H.
When asked to respond to Chaisson-
Cardenas’s quote, John Lawrence, vice presi-
dent for extension and outreach, said that he 
cannot discuss personnel issues.
Chaisson-Cardenas said he spoke at the 2018 
campus climate survey forum on May 9 on the 
subject of making more inclusive policies and 
was written up and asked to resign by Lawrence 
the following morning.
Chaisson-Cárdenas said he was given the 
opportunity to resign at a May 10 disciplinary 
meeting concerning the pushback or “next steps 
would be taken.” He decided to keep working.
Chaisson-Cárdenas was terminated in 
August.
In response to a records request, a text mes-
sage sent to Chaisson-Cárdenas stated that he 
was “terminated due to his inability to foster a 
positive and collaborative work environment, 
concerns raised by peers and a pattern of poor 
decision-making and judgment.”
“Quite frankly I think they just got scared and 
threw me under the bus,” Chaisson-Cardenas 
said.
 e policy itself was a seven page document 
split into three parts.
 e  rst part of the document was a list of 
U.S. Department of Agriculture and Iowa State 
policies that the 4-H policy itself was based on, 
and the second part of the document was a list 
of de nitions of terms such as sexual orienta-
tion, gender identity and gender expression.
“We took the federal and university policies 
and applied them toward protecting transgen-
der youth,” Chaisson-Cardenas said.
The third part of the document was sug-
gested guidance for members and volunteers 
of 4-H.  ese guidance areas included creating 
a safe and non-discriminatory environment, 
how to deal with pronouns and making sure 
transgender individuals are included with the 
gender they identify within the sex-segregated 
activities.
4-H leader dismissed following pro-LGBT policy
IOWA STATE DAILY
John-Paul Chaisson-Cardenas was terminated 
after being a vocal advocate for civil rights.
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Preston Burris has helped lead the Ames Tenant Union as they petitioned The Madison throughout November.
Clashing over 
housing
 e Ames Tenants Union is petition-
ing an apartment complex for better 
living conditions, adjustment of rental 
rates and the restructuring of the mar-
keting and maintenance budgets.
Members of the Ames Tenants 
Union visited the apartment complex, 
 e Madison, on Nov. 14 to collect sig-
natures for a petition demanding the 
company begin negotiations regarding 
their concerns within seven days of 
receiving the petition or face a list of 
consequences.
The Ames Tenants Union deliv-
ered the petition to  e Madison on 
Wednesday night with signatures from 
103 residents.
In a section labeled “Abbreviated 
Petition to The Madison,” the Ames 
Tenants Union addressed their con-
cerns to The Madison: “We pay you 
rent. We pay you in excess of the 
amount it costs you to maintain these 
premises, so that we receive the shelter 
and maintenance appropriate to people 
who need a place to live.
We do this because you have more 
housing than you need, and we have 
less than we need. You pro t o  of what 
we make and earn, and you do not carry 
your end of the deal.”
According to video footage submit-
ted to the Daily by the Ames Tenants 
Union, members of the tenants union 
have requested that all negotiations 
be done in a “neutral space” and the 
“time and place must be publicized to 
all tenants.”
Preston Burris, co-chair of the Ames 
Tenants Union and a resident of  e 
Madison, said this is because they want 
all tenants to have an opportunity to be 
involved in negotiations.
When dropping off the petition, a 
representative of the tenants union told 
Erin Mahone, an operations specialist 
BY EMILY.BERCH
@iowastatedaily.com
Iowa State faced Iowa in the 
annual Iowa Corn Cy-Hawk 
series in a particularly rough 
game Thursday.
Ames Tenant Union petitions local 
apartment complex, The Madison
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Tough match
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that answers the question, 
“What can precede both 
parts of the answers to 
starred clues?” 
40. See 39-Across
41. Lao Tzu’s “path”
42. July 4th reaction
43. Early Florida explorer
45. Get gooey 
46. School term
48. Saintly circles
49. “Uh-uh, lassie!” 
50. Groupon o erings
52. Rodeo hat
56. With 48-Down, Felipe’s 
out elder son
60. Keister in a fall? 
61. *Tailgater’s brew chiller
64. Bird house
65. Really mi ed
66. “The Clan of the Cave 
Bear” heroine
67. Thumbs-up votes
68. Bellhop, at times
69. Out of concern that 
1. Broccoli __ RABE
2. Be worthy of EARN
3. Novelist __ Easton Ellis
4. Trained with gloves
5. Marshmallowy Easter 
treats
6. Miscalculate
7. Curved bone
8. “Click __ Ticket”: seatbelt 
safety slogan
9. Elegance
10. Hun honcho
11. *Flood control concern 
12. Ran fast 
13. Apple for a music 
teacher? 
18. “Get Smart” evil agency
22. Little chuckle
24. In a perfect world
25. Sevillian sun
27. Portion out
28. Enjoy crayons
29. *Era of mass produc-
tion 
31. __ d’hôtel: headwaiter 
32. With the bow, to a cellist
33. Cuddly-looking marsu-
pial
34. Casino attractions
36. Unreturned serves
39. Inventeur’s list 
44. U.K. lexicological work
45. Many a Tony winner 
47. Unglossy finishes 
48. See 56-Across
51. Jewelry resin
52. Pet adoption org. 
53. Printer paper holder
54. Final bio?
55. Detective Wolfe
57. Largest of the Inner 
Hebrides 
58. Wiggly swimmers
59. On-base pct., e.g. 
62. Have a meal
63. 66, notably: Abbr. 
Crossword
1. 1860s Grays 
5. Danger 
10. __ Spumante
14. 50+ group
15. Verdi aria
16. Trans Am roof option 
17. *Protective fuse container 
19. Mower brand 
20. Set up for a fall
21. Part of 14-Across, origi-
nally
23. Gift for el 14 de febrero
26. Tree for which New Hav-
en is nicknamed 
27. Summits
30. Native American weap-
ons
35. “Get a __ of this!” 
36. Loud, like sirens
37. MSN alternative
38. Partners’ legal entity: 
Abbr. 
39. With 40-Across and 
“Baby,” a 1990’s hip-hop hit 
Down
Across
POLICE BLOTTER
12.5.18
An officer checked on the welfare of an individual at Geof-
froy Hall (reported at 4:16 p.m.). 
CALENDAR
12.7.18
What Matters, the Size of the Fish or the Size of the Pond? Under-
standing the Positional Nature of Residential Satisfaction
12:10 to 1 p.m. in 130 Design Daniel Kuhlmann, a new assistant 
professor of community and regional planning, will examine 
how people determine their satisfaction with their home -- is it 
by comparing their unit to those of their neighbors, or do people 
assess their units primarily based on their own needs and the 
objective characteristics of their home?
Peformance: It’s a Wondeful Life, A Live Studio Play
7:30 p.m. at Fisher Theater this beloved American holiday 
classic comes to captivating life as a live 1940s radio broad-
cast. With the help of an ensemble that brings a few dozen 
characters to the stage, complete with a live sound e ects 
artist, the story of idealistic George Bailey unfolds as he 
contemplates his mortality on fateful Christmas Eve. Tickets 
range from $11 to $18.
Forestry Club: Tree and Wreath Sale
4 to 6 p.m. in the Reiman Gardens parking lot Students in the 
forestry club will sell Christmas trees and holiday wreaths. 
Barks@Parks
1to 5 p.m. at Parks Library, upper rotunda. Comfort dogs will 
be available during Dead Week.
Events courtesy of events.iastate.edu.
Dead week co ee
Out of the Darkness club spreads awareness for their upcoming 5k race/walk on April 
27, 2019, by handing out free co ee to students outside of Parks Library on Thursday. 
Kaitlyn Sanchez, junior in graphic design, took the o er for free Dunkin’ Donuts co ee and 
learned more about the club and how they are trying to prevent suicide at Iowa State. 
FEATURE PHOTO
TATE WEAVER/ IOWA STATE DAILY
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Ames/ISU Ice Arena offers Wednesday deals for students
The end of the semester can be 
an overwhelming time with final 
exams and projects, and Iowa State 
students are relieving stress at the 
Ames ISU Ice Arena.
Throughout the semester, the 
Ames ISU Ice Arena offers dis-
counted rates on Wednesday nights 
where students can have fun.
We d n e s d a y  n i g h t s  f r o m 
September to April from 8 to 9 
p.m. the arena o ers a deal for Iowa 
State students with $3.50 admission 
and $2.00 skate rental.
 e rink is a busy place Wednesday 
nights as students wait in a line that 
sometimes stretches out the front 
door to get access to the arena.
Even during dead week, students 
 ocked to the arena on Wednesday. 
“My friends invited me and I felt 
like it would be a good way to get 
my mind o  of studying and writing 
papers and just kind of have some 
fun,” said Taylor Gage, a sophomore 
in elementary education.
Amongst the students were arena 
veterans but also rookies taking their 
 rst steps on the ice.
“It ’s pretty hard [ice skating], 
a lot harder than what I expected 
actually,” said Bryan Rodriguez, a 
senior in  nance.
Most of the students there were 
recruited by friends, pulled from 
their studies to have some fun.
“We came out to have some fun, 
have a break from studying and 
just have fun,” said Morgan Allen, 
a junior in child, adult and family 
services.
Finals week can seem like the 
end of the world, everyone may 
have their own coping strate-
gies, but ice skating and being 
with friends could be worth a try 
according to Wednesday’s skaters.
“I was super stressed before 
coming here and now I’m like not 
stressed at all, just getting my mind 
o  of [studying], having some fun,” 
said Natalena Rumley, a freshman 
in family and consumer science 
education.
Ice skating is just one of many 
fun activities that students can take 
time to do in between their studies, 
any kind of break to take the mind 
o  of stressors is bene cial.
“I have a lot of other things 
going on just like, trying to look 
into the future like grad school and 
stu  so just like really making me 
focus on my feet and staying up,” 
Allen said.
BY ALEXIS.MYSZKA
@iowastatedaily.com
TAYLOR HAGIE/ ISD
Students skate at the Ames ISU Ice 
Arena on Nov. 30 during Winterfest 
Iowa State.
Iowa State markets over 800 student clubs 
and organizations to prospective students, with 
a few clubs having historic imprints on the 
community. Some of these clubs are nationally 
recognized for participating in competitions 
across the U.S., with Iowa State claiming these 
achievements and the clubs proudly touting 
Iowa State’s logo.
However, a $1 million lawsuit, a petition 
and two revised trademark guidelines later, 
some leaders of Iowa State’s student body have 
uni ed to try to reach a compromise regard-
ing controversial trademark policies that now 
limit their ability to use Iowa State’s name and 
its images.
After consulting with the president and vice 
president of Student Government and focus 
groups in 2017, Michael Norton, university 
counsel for university policy, devised new tag-
lines for the policy. In an official statement 
released Nov. 26, Norton explained the revi-
sions to the trademark policy.
According to the statement, the updated 
guidelines allowed students “More indepen-
dence and freedom to express their own views 
and interests,” removing Iowa State from 
making content-based decisions.
Since 2013, a balanced policy has yet to be 
created that satis es both students and admin-
istration. With the revisions of the trademark 
policy, student leaders continue to rally and 
petition for further compromise.
How did the Iowa State community get 
here?
The Gerlich lawsuit:
When Paul Gerlich, a 2016 alumnus from 
Iowa State, enrolled in fall 2012, he did not 
expect to be involved in a lawsuit for most of 
his college career.
Gerlich became involved with the National 
Organization for the Reform of Marijuana 
Laws (NORML), dedicating his time to push 
marijuana reform in Iowa.
After a controversial t-shirt design contain-
ing Cy holding a marijuana leaf was published 
on the front of the Des Moines Register, it 
gained the attention of administration. The 
policy was then updated in the beginning of 
2013 to the three-tier system: sponsored, a  l-
iated and registered.
In 2013, the guidelines automatically disap-
proved designs that promoted, “Drugs and drug 
paraphernalia that are illegal or unhealthful.”
Eric Cooper, associate professor at Iowa 
State and adviser for NORML, suspected that 
at the time, the change specifically targeted 
NORML.
After a t-shirt design was denied for vio-
lating the new guidelines, Gerlich decided 
to move forward with the Foundation for 
Individual Rights in Education (FIRE) to sue 
over violation of the First Amendment.
After failing to win a “motion to dismiss” in 
2014, Iowa State, Gerlich and Katy Furleigh, 
an Iowa State alumna, moved forward with 
the lawsuit.
“ is was not something I wanted to do, to 
have my name associated with this lawsuit with 
my alma mater,” Gerlich said.
In January 2016, NORML won based on the 
violation of their First and 14th Amendment 
In 2012, the Iowa State chapter of the 
National Organization for the Reform of 
Marijuana Laws (ISU NORML), entered a 
four-year legal battle with Iowa State over the 
topic of trademark infringing on the club’s free 
speech right.
Iowa State claimed that ISU NORML’s use 
of Cy combined with their use of marijuana 
was not appropriate and went against their 
trademark policy, after receiving backlash from 
a photo printed in the Des Moines Register. 
ISU NORML, however, took the issue to court.
“We were going to remain undeterred by, 
what we saw, administrators that we thought 
were on our side but we came to realize were 
perhaps not on our side but were more will-
ing to adhere to the pressures of a conservative 
state representative,” said Joshua Montgomery, 
a founding member of ISU NORML in 2012.
With a similar free speech trademark issue 
currently brewing, here’s a review of the origi-
nal case, provided by NORML’s current adviser, 
Eric Cooper.
Fall 2012
ISU NORML is re-founded after a 20-year 
absence from Iowa State’s campus. On Nov. 
19, the club’s president is photographed in the 
Des Moines Register wearing the club’s new 
shirt, depicted Cy on the front with “Freedom 
is NORML at ISU” on the back with a mari-
juana leaf over the slogan.
The photo received immediate backlash 
and Brad Trow, a staffer for the Iowa House 
Republicans, and Steve Lukan, the head of 
the Iowa Drug Task Force, called Iowa State’s 
president at the time Steven Leath to ask if the 
club had permission to use Cy in that context.
On Nov. 30, Warren Madden, vice president 
of finance, and Thomas Hill, vice president 
of student a airs, met with members of ISU 
NORML to inform the club they couldn’t pro-
duce more of their tee shirts, despite the club 
having sold out of their previous order of 100.
Spring 2013
Madden went to speak with the Trademark 
o  ces, and a change to the trademark policies 
was made:
“No designs that use University marks that 
suggest promotion of the below listed items will 
be approved: dangerous, illegal or unhealthy 
products, actions, or behaviors; firearms and 
weapons in a manner which is illegal, danger-
ous, harmful or destructive to humans; drugs 
and drug paraphernalia that are illegal or 
unhealthful…”
ISU NORML submitted new tee shirt 
designs, all were rejected by the trademark 
offices as they all either contained the word 
“marijuana” or displayed a cannabis leaf.
Spring 2014
ISU NORML sends letters out to the 
national chapter of NORML, the American 
Civil Liberties Union of Iowa (ACLU) and the 
Foundation for Individual Rights in Education 
(F.I.R.E.) to ask for help.  e national chapter 
of NORML and the ACLU did not think that 
ISU NORML had a case, but F.I.R.E. agreed 
that Iowa State was suppressing NORML’s 
BY ADOLFO.ESPITIA
@iowastatedaily.com
A look back at ISU NORML case Trademark: How did we get here?
JILLIAN ALT/ IOWA STATE DAILY
Speaker Cody Woodru  touches on concerns with the resolution denouncing Iowa State 
University’s Trademark Policy at the Student Government meeting on Aug. 30.
ANDREW KOWALSKI/IOWA STATE DAILY
Seth Carter, Finance Director of Student Government at Iowa State, passionately speaks to 
club o  cers at a meeting organized to discuss the Universities’ new trademark policy.
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for Campus Life & Style — the company that operates The 
Madison — that members of the tenants union have reserved 
a space at Parks Library from 3 to 5 p.m. on Friday for pos-
sible negotiations.
The representative from the tenants union told Mahone that 
any responses need to publicized to all tenants, otherwise they 
would not consider them legitimate. To this end, members of 
the Ames Tenants Union did not provide Mahone with any 
contact information.
The following is from the video provided to the Daily of 
members of the Ames Tenants Union delivering their petition 
to Mahone at The Madison’s office:
The Madison has not agreed to the meeting at Parks Library.
“We take this correspondence seriously and want to hear 
from those that call us home,” Jessica Nix, senior vice president 
of marketing and leasing at Campus Life & Style, said in a 
statement to the Daily. “While we respect the right for anyone 
to congregate and discuss, we feel that we serve our customers 
best individually, catering to their specific areas of concern.”
One of the consequences listed in the petition is “censure 
of The Madison by the Student Government of Iowa State 
University.”
Student Government Director of Residency Dozmen Lee 
said that he did not expressly agree to include this conse-
quence in the petition and would take some time to talk to The 
Madison before making a decision on how to move forward.
“We recognize that concern is being raised within the stu-
dents living in the Madison,” Lee said in a statement to the 
Daily. “The residency committee’s goal has, is, and always will 
be advocating for students. We plan to set up a time to meet 
with the Madison to see what we can do to resolve these 
concerns.”
The Ames Tenants Union’s demands include “a new lease 
provision requiring 48 hours’ notice for management or main-
tenance entry, via phone, email, clip on door and by mail. This 
is only to be waived in case of emergency, as in accordance 
with Iowa Code 562a.19.”
According to Iowa Code 562a.19, “Except in case of emer-
gency or if it is impracticable to do so, the landlord shall give 
the tenant at least twenty-four hours’ notice of the landlord’s 
intent to enter and enter only at reasonable times.”
According to photos and videos submitted to the Daily 
from the Ames Tenants Union, a member of The Madison’s 
maintenance staff entered the unit of a resident and member 
of the tenants union without providing notice.
The resident’s lease states that “we and the Manager, and 
our respective agents, employees, repairers, services and rep-
resentatives, may enter the Leased Premises at reasonable 
times without notice” for maintenance requests, housekeeping, 
leasing, to show the apartment or other reasons “reasonably 
connected with Landlord’s interest in the Premises.”
However, Michael Levine, a legal consultant from Student 
Legal Services, said this provision in the lease may not be 
enforceable because of Iowa Code 562a.11.
Iowa Code 562a.11 states that a rental agreement shall 
not provide that a tenant or landlord forego rights or reme-
dies under Chapter 562a in the Iowa Code, which includes 
562a.19.
“I think the gist of it is if the rental agreement has the effect 
of having them agreeing to or waiving or foregoing rights that 
they have under this chapter, it is unenforceable,” Levine said.
Nix said she has not been aware of this issue at The Madison, 
but she wants The Madison’s staff to have the ability to work 
with residents one-on-one.
Burris said tenants are also frustrated with ignored main-
tenance issues and a perceived disparity in the marketing and 
maintenance budgets.
“We have been talking with several people who live at 
The Madison about issues they’ve been having,” Burris said. 
“There’s this one building that has been missing an outer door 
for over a year, for example, so everyone in the building has 
been paying excessive amounts in utilities, and this has been 
ignored by The Madison. The proper maintenance requests 
have been put in, and they’ve just been ignored.”
The first item on their petition demands “A new front door 
for Building 10, which has had the front door missing for 
months, and a new inner door for Building 1, within 30 days.”
Burris said the front door to Building 10 was still missing 
when they initiated the petition.
Burris and Nix both confirmed the door was replaced some 
time between Nov. 14 and Wednesday, but neither could con-
firm the exact date.
Nix cited the door being replaced as an example of “some-
thing that was on [The Madison’s] regular maintenance list 
and was fixed because it was in process.”
Another item demands “The end of superfluous expenses 
such as pizza parties, raffles and gift cards in lieu of rental 
reductions. A reduction in the marketing budget and an expan-
sion in expenses in maintenance.”
Burris said the Ames Tenants Union has not seen a copy 
of The Madison’s budget structure, describing the assessment 
as “more of just intuitive.”
“Maintenance is being ignored whereas we’re seeing all this 
decadent stuff they’re putting on for marketing,” Burris said.
Nix said residents are always a top priority for The Madison.
According to Nix’s statement, “again, we care about our 
residents, and we work with our residents when they have a 
need. We look forward to speaking with each soon to ensure 
they have a positive experience while living with us.”
The Ames Tenants Union was formed this year and is 
composed of ISU students and other members of the Ames 
community.
“We are an organization that’s dedicated to representing 
tenant interests in opposition to landlord interests,” Burris 
said. “We’ve done a lot of work on educating tenants on illegal 
lease provisions that are still very common in Ames. We’ve 
helped people get their security deposits back when they’ve 
been unfairly denied, and we hope to work on more specific 
issues like The Madison in the future.”
To see the full petition from the Ames Tenants Union and 
statement from The Madison, view this story online at iowasta-
tedaily.com
NEWS04 Iowa State Daily   Friday, December 7, 2018
PUBLIC NOTICE OF STORM 
WATER DISCHARGE
Iowa State University plans to submit a Notice of Intent to the Iowa 
Department of Natural Resources to be covered under the NPDES General 
Permit No. 2 “Storm Water Discharge Associated with Industrial Activity for 
Construction Activities”.
The storm water discharge will be from the ISU –North Coal Pile Restoration 
Project. Near the Iowa State University Central Campus, Ames, Iowa, 50011, 
located in NE ¼ Section 4, T83N, R24W, Story County. 
Storm water will be discharged from two point sources and will discharge to 
the following streams: Squaw Creek to the Skunk River.
Comments may be submitted to the Storm Water Discharge Coordinator, Iowa 
Department of Natural Resources, Environmental Protection Division, 502 E. 
9th Street, Des Moines, IA 50319-0034.  The public may review the Notice of 
Intent from 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Monday through Friday, at the above address 
after it has been received by the Department.
Energy production in Ames able to prevent growing landfills
While most cities’ trash ends up in a land-
fill, the City of Ames uses methods to turn its 
trash into energy.
That’s because the Ames power plant uses 
something called refuse-derived fuel (RDF), 
a combustible material produced from Story 
County’s garbage. This resource recovery serves 
as the county’s primary method of waste dis-
posal, preventing much of the garbage from 
ending up in a landfill.
“Landfilling garbage has its own environ-
mental consequences, so (refuse-derived fuel) 
was looked at as being pretty progressive then,” 
said Bob Haug, former director of the Iowa 
Association of Municipal Utilities. “I just don’t 
know if it still is.”
Ames’ refuse-derived fuel system began in 
1975 as a solution to a rapidly-filling landfill. 
The idea to utilize the city’s waste as a form of 
fuel was based on a pilot program being tested 
in St. Louis, which demonstrated the ability 
to boil water by burning garbage, powering a 
turbine which could produce electricity. By 
converting the Ames’ already existing power 
plant to one which could utilize RDF, Story 
County’s dependence on landfill was greatly 
reduced.
Lorrie Hanson, speaking for the city ’s 
Resource Recovery System, said using waste 
as fuel is as important today as it was when 
the program began.
“I don’t believe it ’s outdated — I believe 
landfills are outdated,” Hanson said. “The way 
that these landfills are designed makes it vir-
tually impossible for decomposition to occur 
within a landfill, and the little decomp that 
does occur will produce methane for many 
years to come, passively.”
Hanson said even landfills properly equipped 
with modern systems release a non-negligible 
amount of methane in addition to leachate, 
a liquid created when water mixes with toxic 
substances leached from the trash. Hanson also 
said the plant is more heavily regulated than 
other power plants due to the nature of its fuel.
Haug’s research has focused on the economic 
aspects of Ames’ power plant, comparing its 
cost to alternative sources of energy. Iowa is a 
part of the Midcontinent Independent System 
Operator (MISO) network, a marketplace for 
the buying, selling and distribution of energy 
in areas ranging from Louisiana to Manitoba, 
Canada. MISO prices energy based on real-
time supply and demand, from sources includ-
ing wind, solar and coal-based systems.
“These numbers are rough, but it’s about 
6 cents per kilowatt-hour (kWh) to produce 
energy at the local power plant with a mixture 
of natural gas and refuse-derived fuel,” Haug 
said. “We have to run our power plant in order 
to be able to burn garbage, and so we’re burn-
ing garbage with gas at 6 cents per kWh at 
times when the market is 3 cents (per kWh).”
He said the average price per kWh on the 
MISO network was, on average, lower than 
that of the Ames power plant. On some days, 
Haug said, the supply of electricity can be high 
enough that the price per kWh can actually 
drop below zero.
“On a windy day, or even on a moderately 
windy day, the state produces more kWh from 
wind energy than we have uses for or the 
transmission capacity to export,” Haug said. 
“We price electricity to make an incentive to 
decrease production, and so prices actually 
become negative so that it costs a power pro-
ducer to put a kWh of electricity on the grid 
during these periods of high wind production. 
Those conditions occur quite often in Iowa, 
and we’re missing the opportunities to pur-
chase at that price.”
Hanson said the price to produce electric-
ity at the local plant may be higher than that 
of external sources, but said its operation was 
still critical.
“That’s our charge — we are here to respon-
sibly, sustainably and locally deal with our 
municipal solid waste,” Hanson said.
While some, like Ames’ Climate Action 
Team, have called for the city to initiate a recy-
cling program, Hanson said that, since Ames 
doesn’t have a full recycling facility, the costs 
and emissions associated with transporting 
recyclables could be greater than burning it 
as RDF. She said the best way to reduce the 
amount of garbage burned at the Ames power 
plant is for residents to focus on producing 
less waste.
“Folks need to be more careful about things 
that they buy, make sure it’s made well so it’ll 
last a good, long time, and make sure that it is 
going to adequately meet your needs,” Hanson 
said. “Don’t buy things that you don’t really 
need. Americans are horribly consumptive, 
and we have many, many, many things that we 
really don’t need. I challenge anybody to look 
around their residence and say that they don’t 
have enough stuff.”
Haug said he hopes his work will encourage 
the city to look at the costs associated with 
running the RDF plant to determine what 
path Ames should take going forward.
BY TYRUS.PAVICICH
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Dozmen Lee, senator for United Residents of Off-Campus, 
attends the Student Government meeting on Aug. 23, 2017.
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With one week left in the semester, winter break is right 
around the corner. With that, many students will be headed 
home to celebrate the holidays with their family and friends.
As the holiday season approaches, greetings and saluta-
tions tend to take a festive tone. In an effort to be inclusive, 
many people have opted to use “Happy Holidays” over “Merry 
Christmas” or some other specific celebration.
This use of broad, nondescript terms is intended to be polit-
ically correct and to avoid marginalizing other individuals and 
their beliefs. While a nice consideration, it’s certainly not a fool-
proof method. Offense is taken, not given. No matter what you 
say, or don’t say, someone may still get offended.
This gives us all a great opportunity to step into someone 
else’s shoes and act like decent human beings. If someone offers 
you a greeting that isn’t specific to your celebration or lack 
thereof, pause for a second and remember a couple of things.
First, that person is offering you a friendly greeting. They 
aren’t trying to ruin your day with a mere two words. In fact, 
they trying to brighten with those words.
Second, recognize that it’s impossible for a random stranger 
to know what holiday you celebrate or if you even celebrate at 
all. To expect them to offer you your ideal greeting is unrealistic.
Be thankful that some stranger is in a cheery enough mood 
to wish you joy and use it as an educational opportunity, when 
possible, to share more about your holiday, religion or culture.
Shoes come in pairs though. So while it’s very important for 
the recipient of a greeting to be more thankful and less critical, 
it’s equally important to choose your words carefully.
So what’s the best greeting to give out to strangers? There 
probably isn’t one. Everyone is different and you might just 
want to stick with “Happy Holidays.”
What’s important is that you offer a greeting. Maybe it’s 
festive, maybe it isn’t. Whatever you choose, be sincere. A few 
warm words could be the difference someone needs in their day.
With that said, don’t stress about every interaction you have 
with a stranger. You can’t please everyone, which means you’ll 
probably offend a couple of people. If you are sincere in your 
words, the rest is on them.
So with that, have a great winter break and happy holidays,
            The Iowa State Daily Editorial Board
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Combating suicide rates
COLUMN
Iowa needs 
to take more 
preventative 
steps to 
reduce deaths
In recent years, Iowa has taken the lead 
in suicides, with rates both exceeding the 
national average and growing faster than many 
other states. Now, Iowa is taking the lead in a 
different way by promoting behavioral health 
in students with the goal of combating those 
appalling statistics. A handful of school dis-
tricts across the state have started imple-
menting research-backed practices to prevent 
suicides, promote positive mental health and 
more specifically, to negate the impacts of 
toxic stress.
Toxic stress is what happens when a child 
experiences protracted and frequent stressful 
events throughout his or her developing years. 
Small amounts of stress — for example, stress 
on the first day of kindergarten — are part of 
a healthy childhood. But as stressful events 
become prolonged, intense and unalleviated 
by a loving adult, the symptoms become toxic 
to the brain and organs of a developing child.
A person who experiences toxic stress in 
their childhood may have difficulty coping 
with their emotions, be more likely to engage 
in risky behavior and experience mental ill-
ness. These are the symptoms that Iowa is 
attempting to address in recent legislature, 
which makes mental health and suicide train-
ing prevention training mandatory for teachers 
and implements more mental health services 
for children.
But if the Iowa Legislature is hoping to 
address the symptoms, it is the school districts 
that are trying to fix the root cause. In an inter-
view with the Ames Tribune, Central Rivers 
school psychologist Dana Miller explains that 
finding the source of problematic behavior 
is vital.
“We had to help people understand what 
our kids are experiencing, that they can’t just 
check it at the door,” Miller said. “We needed 
to first understand where the behavior is 
coming from.”
I believe these schools are on the right 
track to create a healthier and more holistic 
approach to education. But there’s another key 
part that needs to be integrated into the solu-
tion, and that is to recognize the intersection 
of toxic stress and race.
For instance, black women are 3-4 times 
more likely to die giving birth than white 
women. This is true despite socioeconomic 
status, the control of pre-existing health prob-
lems and access to medical care. How is this 
possible?
The fascinating New York Times article 
“Why America’s black mothers and babies 
are in a life-or-death crisis” details the brutal 
truth: the condition of simply being a black 
woman in America is enough to build up toxic 
levels of stress in the brain and body that then 
wear and tear on the immune system and make 
her more susceptible to mortality during birth.
It’s not a far leap to imagine that this same 
reasoning applies to other chronic diseases and 
high rates of mortality among black people, or 
that such toxic stress could cause a student to 
do poorly in school. Programs to address the 
effects of toxic stress on school performance 
will not be complete until they also include 
this caveat.
Iowa has a problem with mental health and 
suicide. Luckily the state legislature is taking 
strides in the right direction, and a handful of 
school districts are creating a model of mental 
health ministrations that should be adopted 
by schools nationwide, including Iowa State. 
But our job is not complete, and will not be, 
until we can face the fact that the experience 
of simply being black in America is enough to 
cause students to struggle and fail.
BY EILEEN.TYRRELL
@iowastatedaily.com
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With the amount of projects in various mediums design students have to do in a semester, it’s 
no wonder that they are one of the most stressed out students on campus.
The annual debate of seasons greetings
KATLYN CAMPBELL/ IOWA STATE DAILY
A tree on central campus shines for the first time of the 2016 
holiday season during Winterfest on Dec. 2, 2016.
EDITORIAL
Iowa State fell to 7-2 on the season 
with a 98-84 loss to rival Iowa (7-3, 
0-2 Big Ten) on Thursday, but the 
story of the game happened when 
the clock was stopped.
Opening statement from Prohm, 
including a bit about the altercation 
at the end. 
It started with a scuffle near the 
Iowa bench late in the first half. Iowa 
State was whistled for an offensive 
foul, stopping the clock and causing 
a timeout. As redshirt junior Michael 
Jacobson walked back toward the 
Cyclone bench, he and Iowa guard 
Connor McCaffery — son of Iowa 
head coach Fran McCaffery — got 
into an argument.
The two were separating as 
Hawkeye forward Cordell Pemsl 
stood up and charged at Jacobson. 
Iowa State coach Steve Prohm, the 
referees and various players from 
both sides had to separate every-
one. Connor McCaffery, Pemsl 
and Jacobson were all charged with 
technical fouls for their roles in the 
incident.
“I didn’t see anything at first,” 
Prohm said. “I looked up and Mike 
[ Jacobson] and one of the guys are 
nose-to-nose. Obviously, somebody’s 
gotta run out there and break the 
thing up, so I ran out there and got 
them separated.
“All of a sudden, Pemsl comes out 
of nowhere. Everything was done, 
it was over and done with. That was 
frustrating, but it ’s all heat of the 
moment.”
Prohm and Fran McCaffery 
argued all night with referees. At 
one point, Prohm and an official, 
Keith Kimble, were arguing as a tim-
eout was called. Prohm walked back 
toward the Iowa State bench and 
Kimble followed him, continuing the 
argument and getting within inches 
of Prohm.
“I didn’t represent the school the 
right way, and I apologize,” Prohm 
said.
Later in the second half, a foul was 
called against Iowa. Fran McCaffery 
and Iowa’s assistant coaches got up 
from the bench, yelling at the officials.
The ref appeared to give Fran 
McCaffery a warning and pro-
ceeded to stare him down until Fran 
McCaffery retreated toward his 
team’s bench.
“It was a spirited game from the 
beginning,” Fran McCaffery said. 
“That’s what you expect ... wish it 
didn’t happen, but it’s just competi-
tion and we’ll move on.”
At the end of the game, Connor 
McCaffery and Iowa State guard 
Marial Shayok got into a scuffle as 
Connor McCaffery dribbled out 
the ball. 
Connor McCaffery picked up his 
dribble as the clock neared zeroes, 
and appeared to raise his elbows to 
protect the ball as Shayok swiped at it.
The two had to be separated after 
the game ended. Iowa’s team walked 
off the floor without shaking hands 
with the Cyclone coaches or players. 
Fran McCaffery declined to answer a 
question about taking his team off the 
floor without shaking hands.
“Whoa, whoa, whoa, whoa,” Fran 
McCaffery said. “No. No. That was 
the smart thing to do.”
Prohm said he talked with Iowa 
assistant coach Kirk Speraw on the 
way to the locker rooms to apologize.
Iowa State lingered by the bench 
as officials stood in between the two 
teams.
“We shook hands with who was 
there,” Prohm said.
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After a second place finish at the Kansas Classic, the 
Cyclones look to build on their success from Topeka, Kansas in 
Iowa City, Iowa on Friday in the Iowa Corn Cy-Hawk Series.
The Cyclones’ swimming team put together a memorable 
performance in its last outing at the Kansas Classic. junior 
Anna Andersen and freshman Elynn Tan set personal records 
in the 100 free, senior captain Haley Ruegemer swam her fast-
est 1,000 free time and sophomore Lehr Thorson achieved yet 
another top four finish in the 100 breast.
The Cyclones are looking forward to this Friday when 
they face the University of Iowa in the Iowa Corn Cy-Hawk 
Series. Despite not having won a meet against the University 
of Iowa since the 2009-10 season, coach Duane Sorenson 
believes the momentum from the Kansas Classic can carry 
on to this Friday.
Following great performances from the team at the Kansas 
Classic, Sorenson praised swimmer Anna Andersen.
“[She] really had the meet of her life, and I think she can 
step up and compete against Iowa,” Sorenson said.
Andersen was named to the 2018 Kansas Classic All-Invite 
team, as her efforts helped the Cyclones secure the second 
place spot.
In terms of the team as a whole, Sorenson described the 
atmosphere around the team heading into Friday as very 
excited.
“I think this team is pretty excited about swimming against 
Iowa,” Sorenson said. “In the past sometimes they get excited, 
but they’re really not confident going in, but I think this years 
team is willing to take them on.”
Sorenson is confident in the Cyclone swimmers’ prepara-
tions leading up to the Iowa Corn Cy-Hawk Series meet, and 
rightfully so. After a convincing performance during their last 
time out, the team is excited and looking to continue their 
fantastic form.
“No matter what we do for practice this week, they’ll be 
ready to go,” Sorenson said.
Iowa State seeks to build off its 3-2 start with the action 
beginning Friday at 6 p.m.
The Hawkeyes’ women’s swimming and diving team jumped 
out to a 2-0 start with wins over Michigan State and South 
Dakota State, but has since lost to Minnesota, Michigan and 
Denver, slumping to 2-3 overall.
KATLYN CAMPBELL/ IOWA STATE DAILY
A member of the Iowa State swimming and diving team com-
petes in a relay race during the Cardinal and Gold swim meet 
at Beyer Hall on Oct. 12.
Cyclones prepare for Hawkeyes
Swimming & diving looks 
forward to in-state rivalry
BY NICK FLORES
@iowastatedaily.com
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Freshman Jessica Coffin dives during round 4 of the diving 
portion of the Cardinal and Gold swim meet at Beyer Hall on 
Oct. 12. Coffin received a 6.0 score from judge 1 and 2.
Emotions flare in Cy-Hawk game
BY AARON.MARNER
@iowastatedaily.com
KATLYN CAMPBELL/ IOWA STATE DAILY
Iowa State men’s basketball coach Steve Prohm calls out to his team during the game against Texas Southern at 
Hilton Coliseum on Nov. 12. The Cyclones won 85-73.
With the Bowl game quickly approaching, it’s 
essential to plan out your trip to San Antonio. 
Below are some must see attractions in the San 
Antonio area. 
San Antonio River Walk
A five-mile river flowing through downtown 
San Antonio is famous for attracting tourists 
to an urban waterway. The River Walk offers 
dining, shopping and many interesting expe-
riences. Surrounding the River Walk are bars, 
restaurants, sprees, nature, public artwork and 
five historic missions. Besides celebrating the 
bowl game, commemorate the holidays with a 
boat tour and enjoy the Holiday Light show of 
100,000 strings of lights draping over the River 
Walk. All of the cyclone fans will not want to 
miss Rudy’s Bar-B-Q Pep Rally at Arneson 
River Theater, which is alongside the River Walk. 
On Dec. 26 at 5 p.m. an exciting event during 
bowl week will gather fans along the riverbanks. 
The pep rally is a free event introducing each of 
the opponent’s team players, coaches, pep bands 
and cheerleaders. This will get everyone in the 
mood to get a W on game day.
The Alamo
On a historical note, take a visit to the Alamo 
Mission known for the Battle of Liberty and 
Independence of Texas. After 300 years, people 
visit from all over to experience battlefield tours, 
summer camps, one of a kind exhibits, a unique 
movie and a sense of American history. Book 
your tour now before it’s too late. Who wants to 
miss out on what it means to be a Texan?
SeaWorld
Take a break from the stands of the 
Alamodome and take in an experience you have 
never had before. There are electrifying rides and 
roller coasters from getting a tad wet to thrills 
on another level. Enjoy shows of live entertain-
ment specifically Shamu Christmas: Miracles, 
A Beluga Christmas and Clyde and Seamore’s 
Countdown to Christmas to celebrate the fes-
tive season. Always wanted to visit with water 
animals? Here is your chance to choose from, 
dolphins, beluga whales, sea lions, penguins, 
alligators and much more. SeaWorld will bring 
Christmas to you while being away from home 
for the holidays. They bring to you Dinner with 
Santa, 9 million twinkling lights and Rudolph 
the red-nosed reindeer. Right now SeaWorld has 
a great offer for a single-day admission for $49.99 
through Dec. 31. Purchase this deal online and 
the tickets are valid until Jan. 6, 2019. Check 
out their website to plan out your weekend in 
San Antonio.
Six Flags Fiesta Texas
Six Flags has many things to do you will 
most likely run out of daylight for. There are 
thrill rides, family rides, kid rides, water park 
rides and entertainment. Recently added, one of 
the world’s tallest pendulum rides known as the 
joker wild card will have your tummy turning in 
all sorts of directions.  As Christmas approaches 
allow Six Flags to entertain you with an acap-
pella group, the Tinseltones, holiday light shows 
and a Looney Tunes Christmas. Ring in the new 
year at Six Flags in style with fireworks and roller 
coaster rides.
AT&T Center
Since you are already catching a game for 
the Iowa State football team, why not watch a 
former Iowa State basketball player. On Dec. 26 
at 7:30 p.m. former cyclone, Monte Morris who 
currently plays for the Denver Nuggets will be 
facing the San Antonio Spurs.
City Sightseeing
City Sightseeing welcomes tourists with bus 
and boat tours of San Antonio’s beautiful views. 
A particular tour is the Hop On, Hop Off, which 
includes the River Walk at Pearl, King William 
District, the Haunted Emily Morgan Hotel and 
much more. Visitors can purchase a bus tour 
and a boat cruise all in one. Tourists explore a 
40-minute cruise throughout the River Walk 
and relish a 48-hour Hop On, Hop Off bus 
pass of the city. The well-known River Walk, the 
Alamo and the Theater District are included in 
the package. Prices vary for adults and children 
and tours are daily with a policy of first come 
first serve basis.
San Antonio Zoo
For a family friendly atmosphere visit the San 
Antonio Zoo. The zoo has five exhibits, such as 
the Africa Live with nile crocodiles and a dwarf 
mongoose, the Friedrich Aquarium, which has 
been opened since 1948 with freshwater and 
saltwater animals, the Reptile House is home 
to reptiles from snakes to turtles to lizards, a 
Toadally exhibit of salamanders and dart frogs 
and a Fun Farm opened daily with chickens, pigs 
and goats for all to pet. The park areas in the zoo 
are a wide variety from bear corner to cat grotto 
to savanna to much more. Throughout the holi-
days, the zoo is open from 12 to 9 p.m.
World’s Largest Cowboy Boots
As your shopping at North Star Mall capture a 
memorable moment next to the World’s Largest 
Cowboy Boots. Artist Bob Wade created the 
tallest pair of cowboy boots standing at 35 feet. 
Made out of concrete and fiberglass, you can see 
the sculpture in the 2016 edition of the Guinness 
World Record book. It might inspire you to go 
out and purchase your own pair of cowboy boots.
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COURTESY OF THESANANTONIORIVERWALK.COM
A display of Christmas lights on the San Antonio River Walk.
COURTESY OF CITY SIGHTSEEING SAN ANTONIO
Tourists can purchase a package with a free Go Rio Cruise River Tour.
COURTESY OF THE ALAMO AND THE TEXAS GENERAL LAND OFFICE
The Alamo Mission enriches tourists about the historical event.
COURTESY OF THE ALAMO AND THE TEXAS 
GENERAL LAND OFFICE
There are many exhibits, especially demon-
strations of cannon firing by living historians.
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Jethro’s
BBQ
ALL DAILY SPECIALS ARE DINE IN ONLY
1301 Buckeye Ave   515-598-1200
Order Online @ jethrosbbq.com
TUESDAY
$3 QUARTER POUNDER STEAK BURGERS
$4 MARGARITAS AND LONG ISLANDS
WEDNESDAY
WING WEDNESDAY 
SLOW SMOKED WINGS $4 A POUND
MUG NIGHT $8 BUY, $5 FILL
 select beers
THURSDAY
1/2 PRICE BUBBA’S BONELESS WINGS
$1 OFF ALL LOCAL AREA BEERS
SUNDAY
     $4 DOMESTIC TALL BOYS
$9.50 32 OZ BLOODY MARY’S
$9.50 16 OZ SOUTH OF THE BORDER
BLOODY MARY’S WITH A CORONITA
rights.  en, Iowa State  led two consecutive 
“motions to stay,” which were later denied.
In 2017, the university  led an appeal with 
the Federal Appeals Court in St. Louis, later 
losing again.
 e lawsuit that lasted for the majority of 
Gerlich’s college career  nally ended in 2017, 
costing Iowa State $1 million in damages 
and court fees.
After years of battling former administra-
tion, Gerlich said he received criticism on his 
social media and even left NORML due to 
the massive attention the lawsuit received.
Emilie Githens, who attended Iowa State 
in 2012-13, claimed the administration was 
against NORML, even before the lawsuit.
“After a couple years of it, it was so draining 
and o -putting that I ended up leaving the 
university,” Githens said.
Githens later attended the University of 
Iowa, completely leaving NORML behind. 
After Iowa State made content-based deci-
sions for trademark use, a new guideline 
surfaced that administrators hoped would 
protect the university’s brand.
After the lawsuit:
In 2017, the trademark office sought to 
revise the policy again, inviting a student rep-
resentative from Student Government to the 
trademark advisory committee.
Leesha Zimmerman, director of trademark 
licensing, said a student representative posi-
tion was added in 2004, but no one showed at 
the meetings until Ian Steenhoek, a senior in 
journalism, was appointed as representative.
By adding a student representative and 
forming focus groups comprised of students 
and student leaders, Zimmerman hoped to 
gain feedback for appropriate revisions.
Steenhoek said he felt like he was in the 
minority opinion, being the only consistent 
student in the committee. Steenhoek said it 
wasn’t enjoyable seeing where the trademark 
was going, at the time.
“Being  a  s tudent , you ’re  the  one 
being impacted by it,” Steenhoek said. 
“Administrators don’t have to worry about 
whether or not they can use trademarks.  eir 
departments have access to those.”
After the committee meetings and focus 
groups, the trademark office unveiled its 
revised guidelines. Organizations could use 
“at Iowa State University,” “at Iowa State” or 
“at ISU,” but the use of Cy was discontinued 
in any logo.
At the beginning of the fall semes-
ter, organizations across campus received 
notices to change their club names.
With NORML’S history in the commu-
nity, the organization still makes their voice 
heard. Lance Leski, a junior in computer 
science and a member of NORML, stood 
alongside other organizations concerning 
the new policy. In the beginning of October, 
Student Government held a meeting 
addressing the changes.
“ is trademark policy has created a dis-
connect between the clubs and the univer-
sity,” Leski said.
Adam Jenke, a senior in civil engineering 
and president of the Ames Collegiate Chess 
Club, formerly known as the Iowa State 
Chess Club, said his club  rst got a notice 
on Aug. 8, and originally did not believe the 
new changes.
After compiling other organizations 
together into a diplomatic committee, stu-
dents shared their concerns and formed a 
plan to get the administrators’ attention in 
case it was needed.
After release of statement:
With the release of Norton’s statement, 
many student organizations are still not 
satis ed.
In the statement, Norton explained that 
the changes were made not only to protect 
the university but also to continue having 
 exibility to serve students. However, the 
statement said the 2017 policy changes were 
not directly related to the Gerlich litigation.
Norton said the trademark o  ce is will-
ing to work more with students to find 
balance while still serving the campus 
community.
Not all students are convinced of the 
statement.
S ince  h i s  f re shman year, Ar thur 
Bootsmiller, a senior in mechanical engi-
neering, has been a part of the International 
Society of Automotive Engineers (SAE). 
Bootsmiller expressed his disappointment 
with the statement and feels the university 
doesn’t value student organizations.
“I’ve dedicated a lot of time to do this club 
and to be brushed aside to say you’re ‘at Iowa 
State,’ it kind of hurts,” Bootsmiller said.
Other students, like Julian Neely, Student 
Government president and senior in jour-
nalism, said the statement was an open door 
to collaborate. Neely said the next step is to 
add more student leadership to committee 
meetings to brainstorm di erent solutions.
Neely hopes to meet before the semester 
ends, depending on schedule con icts.
As for Jenke, a petition was sent just 
before the official release of the state-
ment asking for signatures from student 
organizations.
“We hope that through our petition the 
university will take a closer look at what 
we want as student organizations,” Jenke 
said. “And possibly they will consult us 
instead of having to work through Student 
Government because as of right now they 
refuse to deal with us.”
For more of the Daily’s coverage on the 
new trademark policy, visit our Coverage 
Combined page.
right to free speech.
In March, F.I.R.E. wrote a letter to Iowa 
State’s administration, informing them that 
Iowa State’s suppression was unconstitutional, 
viewpoint-based discrimination. Later in the 
summer, F.I.R.E worked with Paul Gerlich and 
Katy Furleigh, the then-president and vice pres-
ident of ISU NORML, as plainti s in a lawsuit 
against Iowa State.
Fall 2014
Iowa State’s lawyers  le a motion to dismiss the 
case, but their request is denied by Judge Gritzner, 
causing the lawsuit to proceed.
Fall 2015
 e plainti s and Iowa State waive the trial 
and ask for a summary judgement. 
Spring 2016
On Jan. 21, Judge Gritzner rules that Iowa 
State violated ISU NORML’s  rst and 14 amend-
ment rights:
“Defendants are hereby permanently enjoined 
from enforcing trademark licensing policies 
against Plainti s in a viewpoint discriminatory 
manner and from further prohibiting Plainti s 
from producing licensed apparel on the basis 
that their designs include the image of a similar 
cannabis leaf.”
Chaisson-Cardenas said LGBT youth in 4-H currently have 
to use the disability framework set up in the organization to 
make requests that “should be normal” thus labeling the LGBT 
youth “broken or disabled for being LGBT.”
 e policy was intended to change this among other things 
within the organization.
Lawrence said the policy was originally written by 4-H leaders 
in western U.S. states as a guidance document and then posted 
on the USDA 4-H website. Other states, Iowa included, fol-
lowed suit.
Lawrence stated that he had nothing to do with the decision to 
publish the policy on the Iowa website due to being on medical 
leave for most of March due to a surgery. Lawrence stated that 
the decision to move forward with the policy was completely on 
Chaisson-Cardenas.
Iowa’s version of the policy was published as a comment 
version, where the public could comment anonymously about 
what they thought about the policy, until April 13 when it was 
taken down.
Both Chaisson-Cardenas and Lawrence claim to have received 
personal calls and emails pertaining to the policy, many of them 
negative.
“In my opinion, I think [the policy was controversial] because 
it got into details about pronouns and bathrooms and just because 
someone doesn’t like it they can’t do anything about it,” Lawrence 
said. “When you put that sort of thing in print and say this is the 
policy, it drew more attention to it.”
Some of the emails sent to Chaisson-Cardenas claimed the 
policy was threatening “Christian values” while others threatened 
him with bodily harm according to Chaisson-Cardenas.
 e Des Moines Register reported on Nov. 18 that oppo-
nents to the policy cited the First Amendment as a reason for 
not wanting to follow the policy as it forced them to use words, 
such as pronouns, when they don’t want to.
“[ e policy] wasn’t controversial at  rst, until a national group 
took up the cause and went to both the federal government and 
[4-H] and tried to push back by starting a letter-writing cam-
paign,” Chaisson-Cardenas said.
 e group mentioned by Chaisson-Cardenas was identi ed as 
 e Family Leader which is a conservative Christian group based 
in Des Moines headed by Bob Vander Plaats.  e group issued 
a call to supporters to protest the document’s “radical” approach 
on April 12, according to the Des Moines Register.
 e policy on the Iowa 4-H website was taken down, after 
the comment period, on April 13 at 5 p.m. due to the pushing of 
 e Family Leader and threats from “concerned citizen letters”.
Among these letters were 4-H group leaders threatening to 
leave the organization, one of them in Virginia resigned from 
her position and removed her children from the program citing 
her religious beliefs as a reason for leaving.
After the policy was removed, a March 27 email titled “Urgent 
message” was sent by Dianne Bell, National Institute of Food 
and Agriculture’s web communications manager.
“Regrettably, we must ask you to remove it from your website 
immediately,” Bell said in the email.  e email did not contain 
any reasons for the federal retraction of the policy.
As of May 10 new guidelines have been posted on the Iowa 
4-H website a  rming the 14 characteristics that 4-H does not 
discriminate on, including sexual orientation and gender identity. 
However, the new guidelines did not address the use of sex-seg-
regated facilities and activities that the previous policy had which 
had caused it to become controversial.
According to Lawrence, all 4-H groups across the United 
States were advised to use their university’s policy in August.
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